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Some of them went so far as to specialize in publishing these port
raits
On looking at the manners of these ladies and daughters through
the photogravures inserted in the first pages of these magazines, our
eyes are caught first of all by the fact that they are holding both
their hands out quite freely In those days, foreign style clothes
were not so popular as today As for hair dressing, too, despite a
certain vogue of general foreign styles, there were no waves or bobs
to be seen, although I fear even in Western countries, these coiffures
may have come into fashion quite recently They wore old fashioned
garments with long sleeves and printed skirts, but both their hands
were laid bare without the slightest reserve This is an interesting
fact that symbolizes the changes in the mode of life of Japanese
women
Female Education
Female education in Japan was started at first with the object of
training girls not into individuals on an equal footing with men, but
into ideal house wives and model mothers, so much so that the
progressive principal of a girls school had to be strictly careful, for
the safety of his position, not to inspire his students, ignoring the
pimciple of ' good wives and wise mothers, with the consciousness
of their being individuals equal to men, or to declare openly his inten
tion of giving instruction in sciences and arts on the basis of this
consciousness If a principal we at so far as to profess without
scruple such an educational principle, he was viewed suspiciously by
the public as well as by the authorities as being against the good
manners and customs of the family system peculiar to this country
Such was the actual situation of female education which continued
in Japan until the last years of the Meiji Era
In spite of the endeavours, however, of conservative people both
within and outside government circles to thus restrict female educa
tion to the limit expressed in the principle of good wives and wise